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	The Context
	The Ghetto
	Readings/Assignments

	I.    What is cultural/historical identity?
            How are races and ethnicities categorized?
            How do people define themselves?

              How does history inform consciousness?


	The Ancient World and the Diaspora
        Pre-exile Jewry        

         Memory and History
         Places of Refuge

         
	Yavetz.  “The Jews and the Great Powers of the 

       Ancient World
Yerushalmi.  Zakhor.
Seabrook.  Class, Caste & Hierarchy.

	II.   The World in 1500
            Governance of Urban Centers

              The Rise of the West
              The Emergence of the Nation State


	Venice as a City and all its Component Parts
        Origins: A city built on labor
         Connections:  Byzantium and Rome
         The Rise to Power
	Brazier.  World History
Pullan.  The Jews of Europe and the Inquisition of 

       Venice.

Wills.  Venice.  Lion City


	III.   What is a Ghetto?
            Etymology
            Ghetto – Pale – Reservation
              History – Purpose

              Modern urban definition
	The Founding of the Venetian Ghetto
        Why a ghetto?

          Structure and social relations
          Contracts with Venetian authorities

          
	Bassi.  “The Venetian Ghetto”
Calimani.  The Ghetto of Venice
Ravid.  The Jews of Early Modern Venice

Sennett.  “Fear of Touching”



	IV.   Capitalism
           Political/economic origins

            Distinctive characteristics and values                
            Stages:  Merchant, Industrial, Finance
	Banking, Moneylending and Pawnbrokering
        Communities and power:  German, Sephardic,      

              Levantine, Italian

       The allocation and maintenance of occupation
         
	Beaud.  History of Capitalism
Shakespeare.  “The Merchant of Venice”

Video:  The Pawnbroker



	V.    Colonialism and the Dominance of Europe
           From the Treaty of Tordesillas to the Armada

            Slavery and the Middle Passage
            Raw materials – cheap labor - markets             


	The Decline of Venice
        Shifting alliances
         The question of industry
         Artistic representation of decline
	Fanon.  Wretched of the Earth
Modena.  Autobiography of a Seventeenth Century

      Rabbi        
Tenenti.  Piracy and the Decline of Venice

	VI.   Liberal Democracy and the French Revolution
          Parliamentary democracy and nationalism

          The contradictions of revolution          

           
	The Closing of the Ghetto
       The Jews and the Enlightenment
        Evolution of function within the Ghetto
	“The Declaration of the Rights of Man”
Hertzberg. “Judaism and Modernity”

James.  Black Jacobins; Video:  Burn!

	VII.  Challenges to the Liberal Model
           The Congress of Vienna

           Utopian Socialism

           Imperialism and the Struggle for World Power


	The Ghetto from 1797 to 1945
        Venice under Manin
         Risorgimento

         The Racial Laws
	Peppis.  New Approaches to Nationalism
“The Communist Manifesto”
Video:  The Garden of the Finzi Contini”



	VIII. Twenty-first Century Identity
           Modernity and National/Ethnic Identity

            Ethnic Cleansing

            The validity of anaspora

            The Globalization of Culture
           
	Returning to the Homeland
       Post war Jewish population of Venice

        The State of Israel

         The Diaspora Today
	Hobsbawm.  The Invention of Tradition
Phillips.  The Nature of Blood
Vital.  “Zionism and Israel”
Video:  The Battle of Algiers




Study in Venice Option

This course will be combined with an optional study in Venice for spring break.  It is my intention to bring a very small group (four to five students) to visit the Ghetto.  The program would include many of the subjects and events of the NEH summer workshop, including the tour of Cannaregio, the Accademia, perhaps even the trip to Trieste.  By spring break, the students would have covered the first four topics of the course and therefore would have a solid background in the primary issues and information of the course.

Working with the Westchester Community College Foundation, I will be looking for donors to sponsor scholarships for this program.  Students will be selected to participate on the basis of an essay outlining their reason for wanting to continue their study of the Jewish Ghetto in Venice.   
This week in Venice might or might not carry any additional college credit.  Those details are yet to be determined.
